To6i goi Sam la c6 Sam vi né 1a con gai nudi mot
ong chu ho tdi. Ric réi, tén tudi clia ta theo thi bac,
thay bang tén chong, tén con, tén chau. Lai thudng
phéi goi c6 Sam 1a c6 Ngii - tén thdng con trai.
C6 SAm ngoai sdu muoi, cling di mit ndm ngoai.
Chéng c6 bénh dang bénh, ma bénh gia. Ngusi dét
nhu con mam, bénh hiu sdn. Mon mdi dan, nhung
van chi dn chdo dic nhu com nat - ngudi lang hay
thanh kién: c6 6m mdai phai hup chao loang! Mot
dém kia, ba 130 SAm nhdm mat nhu ngudi di ngu.

Vo chong thang Ngii lo ma cho me tuom tat,
day d. Hoi cac vai gid cAm cay phudn, lai doi cau
rAm ran k€ 1€ sudt doc dudng dén tha ma. Trong
lang, cac cu quy tién tho ngoai sau muoi, dam ma
trang trong va ddm 4m, nhiing trdm vang diéu
dugc g& ra thing, ric déu nhu tung hoa tf sin nha
ra dong. Hai banh phéao dai hai thudc, mot banh
dot luc trai lang ning ciiu ra xe tang, mdt banh nd
that gion khi ha huyét. Bay gid khong con ha tuc
tré con lau nhau cdm cd tring ddm ma roi choc
nita chay vé€ dn cd, trai lang khiéng citu rudc ciiu

Me min b min -~ O

trén vai, 6ng 130 cao tudi nhit mic 4o thung lugt
tham cam sinh gb nhip cho d6 tuy liéu budc luc di,
lac ding, luc nghi va gia chii con bay vé con trai
gay vong gay tre, con dau con gai lan duong, doi
mi man, 40 quin x6 gai 16i thdi, khoc 16c ké 1€,
thuong xot that cling cd, gid vd ngat va khéc canh
khoe cling co.

Thoi nay, viéc hiéu viéc hi, cai budn cai vui vin
c6 lang c6 x6m, nhung ma cling tiém tiém. Ngudi
c6 mau mat ching noi lam gi, nhung ma tung kiét,
ba con xum vao giup rap, khong dén ndi ding
dung cudi thim dua khé rach. Vi diu sao ciing
khong hét dugc ma ché cudp trach, nhung ai cling
khen nha thiang Ngii thé 1a di lo dugc cho me mo
yén ma dep. Roi lai cling nhu moi nha - ma chay
bay gi¢ khong cd ban bén cai quan tai, dgi dén
hém bén muoi chin ngay, cac cu 6ng dén chong
dén danh t6 tdm sudt dém, nha Ngii bién muoi
mam com cing, moi lang giéng ho hang “dén xoi
chén rugu nhat cho vg chong chau dugc doi on
cac cu da co6 long thuong khi me chau d6i nam
muoi vé voi t6 tién.” Ngd con lgn dén ngot bon
chuc can. Hé ha cd. PAm ma me thing Ngfi, cling
nhu moi ddm dua cac cu vé qué dugc day dua, ti té.
Chéng ai ndi ra ndi vao, khong thanh chuyén dé
biu, chuyén hang nudc, dau hé. Dau cho thdi bubi
bay gi¢ vin co 1é lang. Thé 1a ngudi séng ngudi
chét déu mat mit.
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Toi cling nghi nhu moi ngudi trong lang. Co
diéu, & con ngudi vita mat di dy, toi cling bang
cha ltta, nhiéu khi thiy chéng la, nhiéu khi lai thdy
nhiing cai biét cia minh vé ba 1o Sim cling chang
dén diu. Tu tim bé, van la x6m giéng. Bon tré
ching t6i né dua choi nhén thudng ngay. Sam la
con bé nghich tinh, tai tiéng con me ranh, con mat
hiéng, mat lac, than nanh d6 mé - cac ba me cla
nd. Ngudi bi Sm tréu choc réo 1én chii Sam thé.
Sam ct nhon nhon.

Pén khi 16n 1én ty dung cai Sdm di dau mat.
Bao nhiéu ndm sau lai tré vé.

Cudc doi nhu me thing Ngii cling ching dang
dé tAm. Nhung phai cai by gid ngudi ta hay ton
1én hodc gidu di, néi déi ly lich, gia pha. Cling béi
thé, trong ly lich, so yéu ly lich cta ngudi di cong
tac, vé muc thanh phan cha me, 6ng ba thudng ghi
“nha nho nghéo”, “vién chtic nh”, “trung nong 16p
du6i” nhitng chit chdng mot chut gia tri phap ly.
Chi chung té 1a khong noi doi, nhung cai thang
Ngii chi lam cong tac thong ké & x3, khong cip
trén nao can xem xét goc gac ctia nod. Chi bo nd
qué quan dau, khong ai biét. Ngii cling khéng biét
hay biét ma khong mudn ndi. Ai hoéi dén ci u & dai
khai bdo nghe diu b6 qué dong chiém, lang bat di
cat toc cac chg qué. Cai nghé hui dau trong lang, ai
chdng mua dugc. Chi di quanh may x6m, vin vai cai
dau tré con khong lay tién cho thudc mat con dao,
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cai kéo, thé la ra ngoi chg dugc roi. Bo thing Ngii
lac nao cling khdc khtt - ngudi ta bdo cac 6ng tho
hui c& ngay hit phéi téc con vao phéi ai cling ho lao,
lai nghién rugu. Ldo 6m chét di lau. Ai thuc biét
dugc cai ldo thg cao dy cha cing chu kiét ra sao.

To6i khong bsi méc nhitng ai khai bao ly lich,
bé lam cong chiic thoi Phap thi viét la cu li dé
qudc, nghé cua xé dong cdi thi xung la cong nhan
moc nha may. Viéc d6 di co luong tam ho chti,
néu ho con cai luong tAm. Va tao cling khong hoai
hoi t6 cdo ly lich thang Ngii v6i bi thu, cht tich xa
chi trac tudi may bay gid, khong phin biét dugc
thé nao 1a ly trudng, pho ly, chanh pho hoéi. To6i chi
muon than thd va budn rang vai ba chit & td 1y lich
lam sao vé nén dugc doi con ngudi mdi ngay qua,
mot ngay tdi, lai mot khac nhau.

Pén nhu cai SAm ma t6i thudc ca trén dau no
chd nao c6 seo, thud bé Sam dé trai dao roi téc
cun cut..., ma cling coi nhu chang biét 1a bao nita
1a. Ngudi ¢6 tudi it mudn noéi lai chuyén xua kia,
chang cin cho ai. P6i véi con chau do6i khi con ddm
ra 16i thoi, phién nhiéu nita 1a dang khac. Pam tré
bay gi¢ thi khong dé€ y dén ngay xua. Thing Ngii
cling ching biét me nd, b6 n6 ngay trudc. Khong
phai b6 me va con cai bao gid va cai gi cling tro
chuyén véi nhau. Néu nhu bdo bo n6 ngay xua khé
rach 4o 6m thi con v6 thudng vo phat chit lai bdo
ong dy la tién chi, 1a tha tU - cic nha chuc viéc
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bay gid khong biét dugc mam trén mam dudi v
héi mé ma Tay, Nhat dau.

Ma t6i d4 noi roi, nhitng ci d6 ching d&n nhim
dén cong viéc lam dn clia nha Ngii. Ngi cling cp
sach hét 16p mot, loAng thoang 16p hai réi di quay,
di vac, chay chg v&i me.

TU bon gid sing, Ngii da vita di vira ngap ra
dén chg Pau Cau canh bén Nua - & diy ngudi ta
ban déi vai di cac chg khac. Mua nao thuc 4y, rau
cdi, hanh hoa, ca chua, su hao, hoa lo... cac vung
bén Bic qudy sang. Cac chg trong thanh phé va
chg ngoai 6 phia dy, phia nam, 6 Chg Dua, chg Mo,
chg Budi déu t t¢ md ra ddy mua rau cb quay vé
cho kip ban s¢m. Chua mudi lim tudi, Ngii di thay
hén bd, ga gay di chg, vé di ban hang. Ching biét
ai day, Ngii khong cam cai tong do, con dao cao
nhu b6 ma Ngii lam nghé ban “tao phd” va che
dau xanh ma bd mach nudc rao ché dau xanh thi
bat chudc ngudi Tau rao cho la tai “luc tao xa... luc
tao xa..”, dit hang hon - vin b6 tan chuyén ngudsi
Tau lau ca, mot chinh mudi qua tao, cling qua tao
dy dem diam dudng ban hai qua tdo moét chinh.
Thang Ngii ganh nhe nhang, bén chiéc thung gbd
dau hii tao phd mua he. Khi troi lanh, dit cai héa
16 16t dudi ndi ché dau xanh, mot bén chan thia va
bat v&i chiéc gié lau khan. Tao phd ban budi trua,
“luc tao xa” ganh di tr chip to6i dén khuya. Quanh
quin mdy ngoc ngach phd diu 6, mét luc da hét.
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Dén khi lay vg, Ngii vin bdng bénh gong ganh thé.
Vé lang lai con tham gia cong tac thong ké, kiém
ca thong tin thén. Léo déo diu x6m cudi xdm vénh
cai loa sét tay a 16... a 16... thang md thoi dé€ quéc
cling thé, hay hém nbi gi, goi la thang thong tin,
thang a 16 cho my tu - nhiing ngudi 4c khiu ngoi
bi bang no6i déng. Nhung Ngii chdng khi ndo ving
mat moi cudc “cd, deén, ho, kéo, dinh, diy” treo
dén cat hoa trang tri hoi trudng va ca cac dam cuédi
cling khong thé khong mai Ngii gitip mot tay lam
chim hoa binh, chi hy, hai chit cai d4u tén chu ré
c6 dau xo0an long vao nhau...

Cong tac 14n 16n viéc lam dn, ngdy thang thoi
dua. C4 doi, ching khi ndo me va b6 Ngii rdi hoi,
nhiéu sy k€ 1€ ngay xua tao thé ndy... ngay xua cu
tam dai nha ta 4y ma... Thin phin quén tét den,
tot hin trong doi, thé nao ciing dugc, nhung chac
chan khong phdi 1a con nha dia chd chay chét
thay tén déi ho di tha phuong. Khong, chi 1 b
me Ngii ching bao gid nghi dén dong gidng va ci
thang Ngii cling chua khi ndo dugc viét miy ban
sao so yéu ly lich ndp vao clia co quan. Cling céd
mot lan viét so yéu binh bau “huin, huy” khang
chién chéng My. Chi c6 muc ghi tén bo, tén me.
B4i vay, Ngii coi nhu khong co, khong biét. & doi,
ai ching c6 su tich dng ba 6ng vai, c6 ngudi dem
ra tin trang mua ban dugc, c6 ngudi ching dé lam
gi thi quén di.
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Nhiing cai toi biét vé me thang Ngi, t6i cling
ching khi ndo ndi v&i nd. Ngii chéng cin. Ly lich
nha n6 khong ban dugc nhu tao phds. Ma Ngii
khéng c6 co hoi khai dé nhan cong trang, chuc
tudc “huan, huy” & dau.

Cac vung qué toi cling nhu moi vung quanh
thanh pho, cay cudéc dong ang, vudn rudng trong
rau trong hoa, nhung cling lai con kiém dn bang da
thi nghé trong vao doi séng thanh pho. Ngudi dan
ba “mii thung” & Ké Noi di gip phin vé bén rau
cai bap. O Thanh Nhan, c4 lang xach hom vao phd
hui ddu. G Thi L¢, gidt chan dém cac nha thuong,
trai linh. Lang C6 Nhué may quin 4o linh cho s&
Anh-ting-dang nha binh. Ké Bung dét man the,
lam 16 rén dao kéo. Ngudi Lai Xa khao nhau di boi
bép va chup anh. Lang Thuy niu rugu, ban bun cha
bun 6c, ché dau hoa cau. Cac chi trén Su, Ga thi
ganh ra Ké Chg banh duc ngd, chao sudn. Pan 6ng
nhu Thach Sanh d6i viéc, vac cua vac riu di cidc pho
héi xé gb, ha cay b cli thué. Cac lang ap ciia 6
trong rau diép, hoa hué, roi viéc vudn, di phu ho,
di kéo xe, di 4n may. Con gai lén lat 1am nha thd
di dém vé hom ching miy lang khong c6. Nhiing
ngudi chdng kiém dugc nghé ngdng ra hén thi
qudy nudc, dao ao chudém lan lung kiém cai an 1an
hoi. Ra dugc phé xa di 1a suéng hon ngudi & lang.

Cai Sam khong phai con cha thim toi dé
ra. Cha thim t6i nghéo lai hiém, cla ching co,

Me min b6 min 11

con khong. Ong cé doi di lam mudn, ganh nudc,
rao vudn, treo cau, khong viéc gi khong lam. Ba
cap cai thung nhoi di va thué cho cac nha déng
con. S6m tinh ma kia c6 mét ngudi lang trong di
ban cdng ngd qua canh déng, nghe bén rudng cay
co tiéng e é nhu chudt dudi nhau, lai nhu tiéng
tré oe oe. Bat ganh vao xem, thiy & mot ludng cay
V0, trong cai td nau, mot dua tré dé hdn dang ngo
ngoay nhu con chudt chua mé& mat. Ngudi 4y nhac
ganh cdng ngd, 6m ci ti vao thdng nha chu thim
téi. Nhitng viéc citu mdt sinh linh nhu thé dugc
coi la lam phuc, ngudi nghéo lam phuc réi dugc
phuc. Thudng ngay, ngudi nay qudy cang ngo, dem
gao vao ban trong x6m, da biét gia cdnh chu thim
t6i. Chu thim toéi nghéo vay chi ngheéo nita, dugc
dta hai nhi bo vo chi con doi chét nhu thé, khac
dau trdi cho, du no 1a con gai. Con gai ciing la dau
con - con gai ngoan con bang van dda con trai bat
hiéu, thudng c6 ciu an Ui thé & nhitng nha sinh
con mot bé.

Pay 1a gbc tich cdi SAm. Chang sinh ra, nhung
dugc nudi tu lot long ciing bang mang ning dé
dau. X6m giéng y ti va thuong chu thim t6i, chdng
ai nhic dén cau chuyén con nuoéi con dé. Nhung
r6i dén khi nhén nhao, Sam ciing biét. Con bé dao
dé, danh hanh, sinh su. Tré con chdi nhau nhu
nglta mém hat, ching ai dé y. Khong ngd co6 nhiing
dua vd dit vo doi “con ché dai mat hiéng kia...

12 Tolloai



cai dia dé hoang, cai drta dé roi... may la con cao,
con chudt ngoai bdi tha ma... cai dia khong cha
khong me, may biét thin may chua?” Ngudi 16n
ngd ra nhin nhau. L{ tré tai ac da tudng tan cau
chuyén tudng khong ai ndi ra bao gid. Ky tinh, nha
ai ma ching di ri tai nhau tit bao ndm nay roi.

Sdm xdm mdit x6ng vao nhu dién. Cao ciu,
ndm toc, danh xé. Nhung rdi cling ching bao gid
Sam hoi lai b6 me cho ra nhé. SAm 4m thim x4u
hé, x0t xa.

Chang mdy lau di dén tudi mudi bén, mudi
lim. O tudi 4y, con gai trong lang, di c6 thé nha
nay nha kia rdp ranh, ngdp nghé. Gai mudi lam di
lay chong dugc khen nha trai khéo chon ngudi hay
lam hay lam, mudi tam duong dep, hai muoi vita
chin. Ngoai hai muoi, cai lo ¢ vun vut, di ra chiéu
ba c6 - “ba c6 6ng minh”. Cai SAm xap xI mudi
lam, mé& xinh gai. Khong ai noi, va cling khong
phdi vi cht thim t6i nghéo, ngudi ta cho la than
phén cai Sdm du nhan sic mdy ciing kho dugc lam
dau con & noi dn chén ngodi tlr té. May 1am ciing chi
dugc dén thin phan vg 1€ vg ké thoi. Con cd, ngay
t0 nhiing ndm trudc, khi nhitng dia doc moém
riéc méc, SAm di biét nghi khon khé thé. Thim
thia, dau don. Khong phai con dé nha nguoi ta,
cling khong dugc 1a con trai, con trai nhu cai gay
choc dau ciing dugc, con gai danh ngoi ddy. Pén
tudi, nhu ci quan hang duong budi chg, ké mua
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ngudi ban. Nhitng dia trac tudi 14y chong di van
cd. Pang nay hiu quanh nhu td. Sdm a nudc mat.

Nam 4y, hoi T4y ngoai Ké Chg nghe don khong
biét c6 gi m&i ma cai SAm c6 cdm tudng nhu dong
vui hon moi khi. C& tam tai xanh tring d9, ci to
bang chiéc chiéu, cii nhé nhu quat nan, la liét,
phép phdéi. Hoi Tay thang Sau nhé nhing khac hoi
lang thang Ba c6 té, c6 rudc long dinh trén quan
xudéng dinh. Lang don phudng Bac vé chéo hat
ba dém lién. Hom tiéc chinh, thui bo viéc lang.
Tung x6m, ting giap mé lgn, chia phan. Tré con hi
hiing, tiu tit cap ra d€ 14y phan dam viéc lang, viéc
hang giap, nha nha giét ga théi x6i cung. Nghéo
16 dit cling phai chay tién mua miéng thit lon dit
v6i huong hoa trén ban thd. Ca dén con gai khong
di viéc lang viéc giap nhu con trai ma cling dong
bd dep nhu Tét nhat. Khdp noi rdn rich. La cd “ky”
c6 chit “than” dai tu cudn cudn bén bd song gitia
nhiing can ¢ dudi nheo d6 dé vang vang bay réi
rit. Chiéc trong cai dit gilta sin dinh thom thom
danh tr sang sém lién hoi.

Hoi Tay chi rAm ri ngoai dudng va doc co tré
con nhdo nhac hén hé. Chiéu hom trudc, cac 6ng
téng ly lang ven ndi, cic trudng phd, ting bon
khin dong 4o dai té chinh 1& mé xach bu ga, bu
tho 1én don 1€ miing quan T4y giam binh kho xanh
dén Budi, don Pudi Ca, & Ap ngoai 6 va cac bop doi
xép quan cdm Hang Trong, Hang P4u trong phd.
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